
Human interactions 
with ecosystems

Negative 
impacts

More land being used… 
destroys habitats

Hunting and fishing disrupts food webs 
= environmental imbalances

Pollution 
- leads to plant 

and animal death

Deforestation 
- decreases biodiversity 

Positive 
impacts

Preservation of habitats 
- increases biodiversity 

Selective logging
Reducing 

deforestation rate 

Afforestation 

Recycling 

Breeding programmes 

Temperature 
-  may lead to 

insects migrating

Impact of 
environmental 

changes

Water availability 
- population may migrate

Atmospheric gas composition 
- can affect the 

distribution of organism
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Pooter 
- small jar used to 

collect animals

Nets 
- for collecting 
flying insects

Variety of different 
organisms living in an 

ecosystem

Quadrats 
- estimate distribution 

and abundance of 
organisms

Transect - Line ( created by a 
tape measure) along which 

samples taken with quadrat

Biodiversity 

Pitfall traps 
- used to sample 

small insects 

Capture-recapture method of 
estimating population size 

Benefits 

Captive breeding 
programmes 

prevents extinction

Nature reserves 
reduce huntingEcotourism Some species 

can’t  be 
released back 
into the wild

Expensive & 
difficult 

Challenges 

Maintaining 
biodiversity 

OCR (A)
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